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Abstract: 

A transformative shift in India’s educational framework, the National Education Policy (NEP-2020) 

emphasises the integration of local history, culture, and heritage into the curriculum. The paper explores 

the potential of this policy to rejuvenate Kolkata’s rich cultural legacy by embedding it within educational 

practices. Kolkata with its historical significance as a hub of art, literature, and socio-political 

movements, offers a unique opportunity to align NEP-2020’s vision with grassroots cultural preservation. 

The policy can generate a unique sense of identity, pride, and continuity among students while addressing 

the erosion of cultural heritage in an increasingly globalized world by incorporating local narratives, 

tradition, and historical events into the curriculum. The paper critically examines the challenges of 

implementing such an approach, including the need for teacher training, resource development 

highlighting the potential for interdisciplinary learning, where subjects like history, literature, and the 

arts intersect to provide an inclusive and holistic comprehension of Kolkata’s cultural milieu. The city’s 

diverse analysis of how NEP-2020’s broader goals- such as equity, inclusivity, and technological 

integration intersect with localized cultural education. The paper makes a significant contribution to the 

discourse on education and cultural preservation, fostering a timely and relevant perspective on the role 

of local heritage in shaping India’s future generations.  
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Introduction 
This paper crucially explores the potential consequences of the National Education Policy-2020 on 

Kolkata’s educational syllabus in which the city’s rich cultural and historical heritage with a particular 

focus should properly be incorporated into the school curricula. As we already know that the National 

Education Policy (NEP-2020) emphasises the integration of local history, culture, and heritage into the 

educational framework, this aims to foster a more inclusive and contextually relevant curriculum pan 

India. Known for its colonial past, literary legacy, and diverse cultural traditions, the city offers a unique 

opportunity to blend local heritage with contemporary educational practices. Through the interpretation 

of the current situation of curriculum design in Kolkata’s schools, the research examines how local 

history (such as the Bengal Renaissance), the city’s role in India’s freedom struggle, and its literary 

contributions can be integrated into classroom discussions. The multidisciplinary learning and regional 

knowledge which have immensely been emphasised to enrich students’ comprehension of Kolkata’s role 

in shaping modern Indian identity.  Furthermore, the paper critiques existing gaps in the representation 

of the vibrant cultural narratives of the city, incorporating its vibrant folk traditions, architecture, and 

festivals, and examines how NEP-2020 can rectify this by promoting cultural literacy.  
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The paper, however, evaluates the challenges in implementing such changes, including 

curriculum resistance, resource constraints, and the potential for urban-rural divides in educational 

delivery. The research demarcates a balanced approach that respects traditional learning methods while 

embracing the reforms proposed by NEP-2020, ensuring that Kolkata’s heritage is not only preserved 

revitalized within the context of modern education. The study argues that the local cultural history should 

be incorporated into the curriculum, as envisaged by NEP-2020 and this can play a crucial role in 

strengthening students’ sense of identity, devotion, and pride in regional heritage, and contributes to the 

larger national narrative of holistic and inclusive education.    

 

The Historical and Cultural Significance of Kolkata 

Once the capital of British India, Kolkata holds a significant place in the historical as well as cultural 

fabric of India. “The City of Joy”- Kolkata has been a centre of Intellectual, artistic, and cultural activity 

which has shaped the roadmap of Indian history and society. The city got recognized during the British 

colonial power and got transformed into the epicentre of trade, education and governance in the time 

period of British Raj. The Calcutta University, the first modern university in India, was established in 

1857, generating a new generation of thinkers, writers, and social reformers.   Afterwards, the city became 

significant during the nationalist movements, where leaders like Rabindranath Tagore, Bankim Chandra 

Chattopadhyay, and Subhas Chandra Bose influenced the independence struggle of India. Therefore, the 

cultural importance of Kolkata is immense, with its deep-rooted connections to literature, arts, and 

theatre. The Nobel laureate, Rabindranath Tagore, brought a distinct and unique literary tradition to life 

through the magic of his poetry, music, and art while the city continued to nurture talents in the fields of 

cinema, theatre, sports, and paintings. As an amalgamation of history, culture, and modernity, Kolkata 

remains one of the most pertinent and vibrant diverse cities. However, the city’s cuisine, a fusion of 

various cultures, and its vibrant street life, are reflections of its multifaceted nature. The Durga Puja 

festival which is the biggest festival in West Bengal is celebrated with great grandeur and devotion which 

symbolizes the cultural and artistic spirit of the Bengali speaking people. Moreover, the city’s architecture 

ranging from the colonial legacy buildings like the Victoria Memorial to modern structures demarcates 

the significance of the city’s evolution which notify both the grandeur of its colonial past and the 

resilience of its post-independence identity.   

 

Cultural Preservation Through Education 

Education is very crucial and the preservation of Cultural Education plays an outstanding role in 

safeguarding and preserving the traditions, languages, arts, and values which are very important in the 

process of defining a particular community’s cultural heritage. Therefore, the incorporation of the cultural 

education into the school curriculums would ensure the future generation’s understanding and 

appreciation of the rich diversity as well as the history of their own and that of the others. Educational 

institutions should serve as a perfect platform where the young generations will receive their individual 

cultural pride and awareness which would preserve these traditional cultural traditions from the 

engrossing dreadful impacts of rapid and harmful globalization and modernity. The mere ancestral 

process of teaching the theories and informative raw facts would not contribute any significant shift in 

changing the whole way of our education systems, therefore we need more inclusive and involving 

education systems where students themselves would immerse in the direct interactions of stories, rituals, 

art forms, and languages that have moulded the recognition of their own cultural identity.  For 

incorporating the linguistic educations and knowledge of local dialects, language laboratory and classes 

should be installed to delineate and preserve the linguistic diversity, on the other hand, education on arts 

and music which focus on conventional practices will ensure the young generation’s interest on new 

expressions of innovations and entertainments.  

Therefore, Cultural Education often bridges the wider gap among the generations where the older 

members’ role in very pertinent in passing down the knowledge, customs, and practices to the young 

generations keeping the traditional values alive and relevant. Moreover, this kind of education system 

fosters due respects and sympathy for other cultures for the making of a more empathetic as well as 

inclusive society. Beyond schools, cultural preservation through education can take place in several ways 

and places such as in Museums, workshops, and community events that engage individuals in hands-on 

learning experiences. Ultimately, cultural preservation through education is a powerful method that 

incorporates a sense of cultural identity, continuity, and mutual respects. This will ensure the cultural 

roots of the future generations who would actively contribute of their evolution as well as sustainability 

in an ever-evolving universe.  
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NEP-2020’s Framework for Localized Education 

For ensuring the inclusivity, equitability, and contextuality relevant learning experiences for the students 

across the country, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 presents a transformative and simplified 

framework for emphasising the localized education. NEP-2020’s one of the best pillars is the recognition 

of the indigenous language, culture, and socio-economic landscapes that characterize India. It also 

highlights the particular significance of implementing education to the local needs, realities, and 

languages. The policy also stresses the promotion of vernacular languages for the purpose of fostering 

primary school level teaching and instructions which further enhances the capability of comprehending 

a deeper connection with the subject matter. This localized method not only includes languages but it 

also enlarges its branches to embrace the curriculum content, pedagogy, and teaching-learning methods 

which emphasises the rural tradition, culture, language, and community values. The education policy of 

NEP-2020 also assists to integrate localized history, art, culture, and customs into the curriculum. This 

educates students not only about global ideas but also connects them to their surroundings. The policy 

continues to bring the pertinence of vocational and skills training education with the mention of the 

knowledge of local industries and livelihoods. In this way, NEP-2020 bridges the wider gap between 

education and the employment opportunities. It promotes social and cultural diversity by fostering a 

particular sense of pride in knowing and appreciating the local heritage and also empowers the local 

communities to take ownership of the educational processes. This education policy, furthermore, works 

to strengthen the significance of local institutions such as community-based schools as well as panchayats 

for envisioning educational governance and decision-making. However, this policy envisions a more 

relevant, inclusive, and accessible education system that honours India’s rich cultural fabric while 

preparing students for encountering the upcoming global level challenges. This localized approach thus 

improves utmost consequences of education and contributes to the holistic developments of students, 

rooted in their local contexts while preparing them for an uncontrollable and rapidly changing world.  

 

Benefits of Heritage-Based Learning 

Heritage-based education provides a multitude of benefits through the incorporation of education in the 

cultural, social, and historical contexts of a community that promotes a deeper understanding of one’s 

roots while also connecting learners with the surface of the broader world. It cultivates a sense of 

recognition and pride in students, encouraging them to appreciate and respect their own traditions, 

culture, customs, and languages. One of the primary advantages of this Heritage-based learning is that 

this approach develops a stronger connection within the learners to connect themselves to their 

communities and they also actively and directly engage themselves in the process of preserving and 

promoting local cultures. This also brings proper love and respect for cultural diversity, beliefs, and 

practices through the encouragement of empathy and cross-cultural understanding. Furthermore, 

Heritage-based education enhances the qualities such as the development of critical thinking skills, 

cultural expressions, and societal transformations within their own contexts. It helps students to engage 

with multiple perspectives, oral histories, and local knowledge which are hitherto neglected to the great 

extent in the curricula. For experimental learning, heritage-based learning provides the best platforms 

where students can learn through field visits, preparing projects works, listening and telling stories, and 

finally hands-on engagements in enjoying traditional crafts, music, and rituals. This makes teaching-

learning more engaging and practical, and also it preserves vulnerable cultural heritage. Beyond 

preserving culture, this heritage-based learning also fosters a deeper appreciation for developing 

sustainability, as numerous conservative practices as well as indigenous knowledge systems are indirectly 

aligned with ecological balance and environmental stewardship. Ultimately, the heritage-based learning 

in the process of educational systems creates more inclusive and well-versed individuals who are not 

only based in their heritage but also equipped to address contemporary challenges with creativity and 

cultural sensitivity, and furthermore, bridges the gap between the past and the future, ensuring that the 

wisdom of previous generations informs the development of future ones.   

 

Conclusion  

The NEP-2020 opens the door to reimagining education as a bridge between the past and the future. In 

the case of Kolkata, this inspires the future generations by harnessing the city’s cultural wealth. 

Therefore, our educational institutions should embed local history and culture into the curriculum which 

would empower students to carry on the cultural heritage of their city with pride and devotion. NEP-2020 

envisions for integrating the cultural heritage of Kolkata into the educational curriculum. This approach 

immortalizes a significant shift towards revitalizing and preserving the city’s rich cultural and historical 

legacy and has been potential for fostering a deeper sense of identity, tradition, culture, good education, 
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and continuity among the young generations. It embodies local histories, art, literature, and traditions 

into the learning process and fulfils the wider goals of NEP-2020 to make a more inclusive and holistic 

education systems through addressing the significant needs for safeguarding cultural heritage in the time 

period of a rapidly evolving social dynamics.  A proper and organized direction required for 

implementing the approach successfully and this needs a careful planning, adequate resources, and quite 

commitment to engage with Kolkata’s diverse and often complex histories. Proper educational training 

of teachers and knowledge of necessary teaching tools are utterly required to deliver culturally relevant 

content. Educational institutions should adopt more interdisciplinary approaches which would connect 

history, literature, and arts and would provide a more lucid and comprehensive understanding of their 

own cultural roots. Therefore, the revival of Kolkata’s cultural heritage through proper education would 

preserve the past on the one hand and empower the young future generations to appreciate and contribute 

to their culture, history, and indigenous knowledges. Kolkata can serve as a model for other regions by 

embracing NEP-2020’s incorporation of local contexts. This approach will also demarcate that education 

can be a powerful medium for cultural preservation as well as revitalization. Finally, this initiative will 

bridge the gap between tradition and modernity by ensuring Kolkata’s diverse cultural heritage to 

continuously inspire and inform in the near future.  
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