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ABSTRACT:While Sassure looked atlanguage as a structure ,Todorovconsidered

literatureasstructure.Todorovfocusonthestructuralanalysisofanarrative.Intothe

studyandanalysisofliteraturetherearetwobroadattitudeswhicharetheoreticaland

descriptive attitude respectively.When dealing with the structuralanalysis we have

theoreticalandnon-descriptiveapproach.Thus,isn’tmerelydescriptiveofaconcrete

workthatisinfocus.
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INTRODUCTION:Theterm ‘structure’donotrefertomeanbuildingorconstruction.Itis

referredtosetofinterrelationbetweeninvisibleprinciplesandthevisibleformsofthose

principleswithinasystem.Todorov‘sgoalistoidentifyandanalysisthedeepstructureof

aliterarywork.Hebeganbyconstructingtwoapproaches:thetheoreticalapproachand

descriptiveapproach.Todorovbelievesthatstructuralanalysisisafirststeptofuture

scienceofliterature.Todorovsaysthattheabstractstructureofaplotmovesfrom

equilibirium toadis-equilibirium andagaintoanewequilibirium.Heanalyzedfourstories

from Boccaccio’s‘Decameron’usingthemodelofsentenceascomprisingasubject-

predicateandadjective.
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MANNER OFAPPROACH:Intermsofmannerofapproachi.e.internalandexternal,

structuralanalysisleansontheformerapproach.Atheoreticalandexternalapproachi.e.

internalandexternalapproachwillnotwiththeinterestintheknowledgeoftheworkin

itselfbutratherontheunderstandingofitsabstractstructureofthework.ThusaMarxist

orPsychoanalyticalviewpointfocusonthesocialpsychicstructure.Aninternalapproach

howeverwillnotdeviatefrom thegoalofunderstandingtheworkinitself.Theresultwill

beaparaphrasethatwillhitdeepertoitsmeaningthantheoriginaltext.Soonecansay

thatexternalapproachlike‘parole’thatfocusonthesurface,whiletheinternalapproach

islike‘langue’whichlookswithinatext.

TODOROV’SPROPOSALOFANEW WAYOFLOOKINGATCRITICISM INCONTRAST:In

HenryJames’view whencriticstalkofdescription,dialogueorincidentandthelikeone

hastoadmitthattherearenodistinctform ofthesameastheymergeintooneanother.

“Anovelisaliving,alloneandcontinuouslikeanyotherorganism inproportionasit

liveswillitbefound,Ithinkthatineachoftheparts,thereissomethingofeachofother

parts……”—HenryJames.Todorovcountersthisviewbyrefutingthesearguments.When

lookingatstructuralanalysiseventhoughthefocusisondescriptionoractionandsuch

thereisstillnoreasontofindthem isasocalledpurestate.Onemustrememberthatthey

arebothabstractconceptwhichcannotbeanalyzedinaempiricalstate.Justaslanguage

isatheoreticalconceptoreventemperaturefallsunderthesamedescriptiontooneeds

nottoassistinitspurestatetobeconsideredrelevant.Asfaraworkalivingthinghasa

bodythatcontainspartandeventhoughtheymaybelumpedupaswholedoesn’tmean

onecan’tatanabstractlevelcategoriesthesame.

PLOT:ANABSTRACTCONCEPT:Inordertoexplainhowtheinterpretationofliterature

cantakeplacewithscientificprinciples,Todorovtakestheplottobetheprincipleabstract

structure.Heanalyzedthenarrativeorganizationoffourdifferentstoriesfrom famous

ItalianwriterBoccaccio’s’Decameron’onthebasisofthecommonalityofplotasan

abstractliterarystructure.Heusesaschematicformulationtoexpressthecommon

elementsofthefourplots.Andtheyarebasedonthemodelofthesentenceasconsisting

ofsubject,predicateandobjective.AsperTodorov’sformulation‘X’and‘Y’inthestories

arepropernounsthatserveasthesubject.Verblike‘Violate’,‘Punish’and‘Avoid’works

aspredicates.Theydenoteanactionthatmodifiesearliersituation.Theanalysisofthe

otherstorieswouldshow thethirdpartofthenarrativespeech.Hepointsoutthethree

othercategoriesthatcanhelptorevealthecommonalitiesoftheselectednarrative.These
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are---

1.Studiesofanarrativesyntax

2.Studiesoftheme

3.StudiesRhetoric.

BytheendoftheessayTodorovpresenttheresultofhisanalysisbyintroducingtheterm

‘Equilibrium’(theterm derivefrom theGeneticpsychology)whichmeanbalance,calm and

stablesituationandtodisequilibrium andconcludeswithnew-equilibrium.

CONCLUSION:ThestoryStartswithanequilibrium andwhichisbrokenbytheviolationof

establishedlaw.Thedisturbedequilibrium canberestoredbypunishmentbutitisavoided.

Thisavoidancecreatesanew equilibrium inthestory.Structuralanalysisofliterature

dealswithitsliterariness–whatdistinguishesitfrom allothertypesofliteraryproduction

–butthenliteratureisonlyamediator,alanguagethroughwhichpoeticscanmanifest

itself.
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