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Abstract

The National Education Policy 2020, a comprehensive and ambitious reform, has been the topic of
theoretical examination in terms of its potential impact and implementation issues. The policy attempts to
transform the Indian education system by implementing significant changes at all levels. The emphasis on
early childhood care, curriculum redesign, and the incorporation of vocational education are viewed as
beneficial steps towards holistic development. However, doubts have been expressed about the policy's
viability and implementation. Implementation stumbling difficulties have been recognised as potential
roadblocks, including insufficient infrastructure, teacher training, and financing. Furthermore, due to the
digital divide and accessibility concerns present in certain locations, the policy's reliance on technology for
online learning has come under attack. To provide equitable access to quality education for everyone, the
National Education Policy 2020 relies on effective implementation mechanisms, stakeholder participation,
and constant monitoring and assessment.

Keywords: National Education Policy (NEP 2020), Human Capital Theory, Constructivism, Experiential
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Introduction:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a historic reform programme aimed at transforming India's
education sector. The purpose of this article is to provide a theoretical analysis of the NEP, focusing on the
underlying concepts, ideologies, and theoretical frameworks that form its vision and ambitions. We obtain
insights into the logic and potential ramifications of the NEP by investigating its theoretical roots.

1. Human Capital Theory:

The NEP is consistent with human capital theory, which emphasises the importance of education in
improving individuals' skills, knowledge, and talents in order to drive economic growth and societal
development. The NEP aims to provide students with the human capital they need to thrive in a fast
changing global economy by emphasising skill development, transdisciplinary learning, and vocational
education.

IJCRT2507471 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | e9l


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 7 July 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882

2. Constructivism and Experiential Learning:

The NEP acknowledges the value of constructivism and experiential learning theories in encouraging
active learning and critical thinking abilities. The NEP attempts to change from rote memorization to a
learner-centric approach by fostering hands-on activities, project-based learning, and real-world problem-
solving. This will allow students to construct their own knowledge and gain important 21st-century skills.

3. Social Constructivism and Collaborative Learning:

The NEP emphasises social constructivism and collaborative learning while building on the foundations of
constructivism. The NEP develops social learning environments that improve students' social skills,
empathy, and cultural awareness by fostering group work, peer-to-peer interaction, and community
engagement. This viewpoint is consistent with the concept that learning is a social and interactive process
impacted by social surroundings.

4. Multiple Intelligences Theory:

Using Howard Gardner's idea of multiple intelligences, the NEP recognises the range of learners' abilities
and aptitudes. The NEP advocates a holistic approach to education that nourishes individual abilities and
promotes personalised learning experiences by identifying and appreciating several forms of intelligence,
including as linguistic, logical-mathematical, spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, and interpersonal intelligence.

5. Inclusive Education and Social Justice:

The NEP is guided by inclusive education and social justice ideals, with the goal of ensuring equitable
access and opportunities for all learners. It emphasises the inclusion of disabled children in mainstream
classes, the provision of reasonable accommodations, and the promotion of an inclusive educational
atmosphere that embraces diversity. This theoretical foundation is consistent with social fairness and
inclusive education concepts.

6. Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge (TPACK):

In keeping with the expanding importance of technology in education, the NEP emphasises technology
integration across the curriculum. It recognises the significance of the Technological Pedagogical Content
Knowledge (TPACK) framework, which emphasises the importance of teachers having a thorough
understanding of the interplay between technology, pedagogy, and subject matter in order to effectively
integrate technology into teaching and learning processes.

e There are a few issues that academic institutions confront when adopting the NEP 2020. They are
as follows:

1. Lack of Infrastructure and Resources:

One of the most significant issues that academic institutions face is a lack of proper facilities and
resources. Many Indian schools and universities suffer from a lack of classrooms, libraries,
laboratories, and technical facilities. Implementing the NEP's suggestions, such as encouraging digital
learning and experiential learning, requires considerable expenditures in infrastructure and the
deployment of necessary resources.

2. Capacity Building and Training:

The NEP's successful implementation is dependent on well-trained and talented educators. However,
academic institutions confront difficulties in providing comprehensive capacity building and teacher
training programmes. The emphasis of the NEP on new pedagogical techniques, transdisciplinary
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learning, and technology integration needs specialised training to provide teachers with the necessary
knowledge and abilities. It is critical for effective implementation to ensure the availability of high-
quality professional development opportunities for instructors.

3. Curriculum Development and Alignment:

The NEP 2020 advocates for a curriculum overhaul that is flexible, multidisciplinary, and responsive to
the requirements of the twenty-first century. Curricula development and alignment among academic
institutions, on the other hand, is a big difficulty. Integrating the NEP's proposals into current
curriculum, developing new courses, and setting acceptable learning objectives all necessitate careful
preparation, collaboration, and broad academic changes.

4. Assessment and Evaluation Mechanisms:

The NEP emphasises competency-based learning and formative assessments above rote memorization.
Academic institutions, on the other hand, confront difficulties in establishing and executing adequate
assessment and evaluation processes that match with the NEP's objectives. The development of valid
and reliable assessment methods, the training of instructors in effective assessment practises, and the
promotion of a holistic evaluation framework are all critical for encouraging meaningful learning
outcomes.

5. Faculty Recruitment and Retention:

Implementing the NEP necessitates a skilled and motivated teaching staff. Academic institutions, on
the other hand, encounter challenges in recruiting and retaining excellent faculty members. Because of
the NEP's emphasis on research, innovation, and transdisciplinary teaching, skilled and experienced
faculty members are required. Maintaining great educators requires competitive pay, career progression
opportunities, and a supportive work environment.

6. Socio-economic Disparities and Inclusion:

The NEP aims to promote diversity and close socioeconomic gaps in education. Academic institutions,
on the other hand, face difficulties in offering equitable opportunity for all students, particularly those
from marginalised groups and economically underprivileged origins. Addressing concerns such as
access to high-quality education, affordability, and support systems for poor students necessitates
collaborative efforts, policy interventions, and focused resource allocation.

Conclusion:

The NEP envisions a revolutionary education system that incorporates human capital theory,
constructivism, experiential learning, social constructivism, multiple intelligences theory, inclusive
education, and technological integration to prepare students for the challenges of the twenty-first century.
The National Education Policy 2020 implementation causes significant issues for Indian educational
institutions. Infrastructure, capacity building, curriculum development, evaluation methods, faculty
recruitment, and socioeconomic imbalances must all be addressed in order to overcome these challenges.
Collaboration among government agencies, educational institutions, policymakers, and stakeholders is
essential for developing strategic solutions to these problems. By effectively resolving these concerns,
academic institutions may pave the way for the successful implementation of the NEP 2020 and the
transformation of India's education system. Understanding the theoretical underpinnings of the NEP allows
us to appreciate its theoretical coherence while also providing insights into the likely impact and
repercussions of this important reform effort.
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