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Abstract   

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2024 introduced comprehensive reforms in India's education system, 

emphasizing interdisciplinary learning, critical thinking, and societal values. One of the key components of 

NEP 2024 is the integration of human rights education (HRE) across various levels of education. This paper 

provides a critical analysis of the incorporation of human rights education in the NEP 2024 framework, 

discussing its potential impact on learners, challenges in implementation, and future research opportunities. 

By examining the role of human rights education in shaping a more just society, the paper aims to offer 

insights into the effectiveness of the NEP in fostering human rights awareness and advocacy in India. 
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.Introduction 

 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2024 is poised to transform India's educational system by emphasizing 

holistic development, inclusivity, and critical thinking. A significant feature of the NEP is the introduction of 

human rights education (HRE) as a foundational component in higher education. Human rights education 

aims to equip students with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to advocate for and protect human 

dignity and rights. 

 

This paper explores the integration of human rights education in the NEP framework, its potential impact on 

Indian society, and the future directions for research. Given India’s diverse social and cultural landscape, a 

robust HRE curriculum can serve as a tool for promoting social justice and fostering an informed and rights-

conscious citizenry. 

 

The Role of Human Rights Education in NEP 2024- 

The NEP 2024 emphasizes the need for education systems to address the challenges of contemporary society, 

such as inequality, discrimination, and human rights violations. The inclusion of human rights education 

reflects the NEP’s commitment to holistic education that transcends academic knowledge and engages with 

real-world issues. 
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Key objectives of human rights education in NEP 2024 include: 

 

- Promoting awareness of fundamental rights and constitutional safeguards. 

- Encouraging students to critically evaluate global and national human rights issues. 

- Fostering empathy, tolerance, and respect for diversity in a multicultural society. 

- Preparing students to engage with legal, social, and ethical issues concerning human rights. 

 

HRE under NEP 2024 spans various disciplines, including law, sociology, political science, and ethics, 

making it an interdisciplinary subject that can enrich a student's understanding of the complexities 

surrounding human rights. 

 

 Challenges in Implementing Human Rights Education- 

While the NEP 2024 sets an ambitious agenda for integrating human rights education, several challenges need 

to be addressed for effective implementation: 

 

Curricular Integration:   

   While NEP encourages an interdisciplinary approach, there is a risk of superficial treatment of human rights 

topics if they are not fully embedded within the curriculum. Educational institutions need clear guidelines on 

how to effectively incorporate human rights themes across subjects. 

    

Teacher Training:   

   Successful implementation of HRE relies on educators who are well-versed in human rights issues. The 

current lack of specialized training for teachers in this field could impede the delivery of an effective HRE 

curriculum. Investment in teacher training and capacity-building programs is essential for ensuring that 

educators can engage students meaningfully with these topics. 

 

Contextual Relevance:   

   Human rights issues vary across different regions of India, depending on socio-economic and cultural 

factors. A one-size-fits-all curriculum may not address region-specific human rights challenges. Therefore, the 

curriculum must be flexible enough to allow local adaptations while maintaining a core set of principles. 

 

Resource Constraints:  

 

   Many educational institutions, particularly in rural areas, face resource constraints, which may limit the 

extent to which they can offer comprehensive human rights education. These constraints include limited 

access to materials, trained faculty, and extracurricular programs related to human rights. 

 

Potential Areas for Future Research 

: 

Human rights education, as framed by NEP 2024, opens up a wide array of research possibilities for 

academics and educators alike. Several research areas can be pursued to evaluate and enhance the integration 

of HRE in India’s education system: 

 

Evaluating the Impact of HRE on Student Behavior:   

   Research can focus on assessing the impact of HRE on students' awareness, attitudes, and behavior 

concerning human rights. Studies can explore whether exposure to HRE encourages greater participation in 

social justice initiatives or advocacy. 

 

Comparative Studies of HRE Models: 

   

   Comparative research examining human rights education models in different countries can provide valuable 

insights for India. By analyzing the successes and challenges of HRE in other national contexts, researchers 

can identify best practices that may be adapted for India’s education system. 
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The Role of Technology in HRE Delivery:   

    

With the rise of digital learning, research can explore the role of technology in delivering human rights 

education. This includes the potential for online courses, interactive platforms, and virtual simulations to 

enhance understanding and engagement with human rights issues. 

 

Intersectionality in Human Rights Education: 

 

   Research focusing on the intersectionality of human rights education with gender, caste, class, and other 

social identities can help shed light on how these factors influence students' understanding of human rights. 

Such studies can explore how different social groups perceive human rights differently, and how the 

curriculum can address these nuances. 

 

Policy Analysis of NEP 2024 and HRE: 

   

   Researchers can critically analyze the NEP 2024’s policy framework concerning human rights education. 

This includes examining the policy's vision, the adequacy of its implementation strategies, and its alignment 

with international human rights education frameworks. 

 

. Conclusion 

 

The National Education Policy 2024 presents an unprecedented opportunity to advance human rights 

education in India. By embedding HRE within an interdisciplinary and holistic educational framework, the 

policy has the potential to foster a generation of informed, empathetic, and socially responsible citizens. 

However, realizing this potential requires addressing key challenges such as te 
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