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This paper, titled "The Silent Hands of the Paternal Clock," explores the depiction of female characters in
O.V. Vijayan's works. The study argues that Vijayan, while a master of existential and philosophical themes,
often reduces women to one-dimensional figures of male desire and sin. The analysis shows that his female
characters, like those in Khasakkinte Itihasam, are largely silent within a patriarchal framework, serving only
to fulfill male-centric narratives. The paper concludes that this portrayal is a significant limitation in his
writing and calls for a re-evaluation by modern feminist critics.
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